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In the Senate, where the vote Thursday was on an override of the veto of the original, The New Pork Times REAL ESTATE
flawed bill, Senator Harry Reid of Nevada, the Democratic majority leader, said he saw no nytimes.com/realestate

need to worry about the missing section. If necessary, he said, the Senate will approve it
separately when Congress returns in June from a week’s vacation.

Mr. Reid said he was sure he was on solid constitutional ground, and people who are
experts in Congressional procedure agreed with him. One expert, speaking anonymously,
said the Senate could vote just on the missing section, or it could vote for the version
approved on Thursday by the House.
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Then, if Mr. Bush wants to, he can use his veto power all over again, and Congress will
have to vote again to override him. Or he could simply let the bill become law, now that it
is obvious that it is too popular for him to kill.

Robert B. Dove, a former Senate parliamentarian, said he agreed with Mr. Reid’s
assessment that there was no constitutional issue. In any case, he told The Associated
Press, “the courts don't really want to get into the workings of Congress and try to figure
out what Congress really meant to do.”
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